The Coming Civilization
It is important to examine the trend of middle
opinion sympathies, so as to estimate the attitude it is
likely to adopt, if we are to attempt to form any view
as to future developments in this country. Middle
opinion is heterogeneous: it cannot be formalized
as an exact creed. But it possesses certain common
features which usually determine its standpoint in
regard to major issues.
Middle opinion is conservatively minded. It in-
stinctively resents change. This is not difficult to
understand when we remember that the men and
women whose outlook it represents are primarily
interested in their domestic and social concerns.
They ask only to be left in peace. They do not want
wars or drastic unsettlement. Life brings enough
anxieties and problems already, so that they have no
desire to be involved in troubles which are deliber-
ately created. Economic conditions may be far from
satisfactory, work may be hard to obtain, and in-
secure when obtained; but it is better to put up
with the existing system than embark on uncertain
experiments which may produce even less agree-
able conditions. Thus, middle opinion was easily
mobilized against the revolutionary implications of
the General Strike. It rallied to the support of the
National Party in the financial crisis. It voted
against war through the League of Nations
Union.
Middle opinion, therefore, is not entirely devoid
of political consciousness. It can be aroused to
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